























NUMBER XxXtI. 





By ADAM FITZ-ADAM. 





To be continued evry THURSDAY. 





Tuurspay, May the 24th, 1753. 





YG\QV) SHALL only obferve upon the fol- 
oe i \ lowing letters, that the firft relates 

aise? chiefly to myfelf, that the fecond 
has a very ferious meaning, and that 
the third contains a hint to the la- 


G dies, which I hope will not be 





thrown away upon them. 
Jo. Mr. Fitz-ADA™M. 
S1R, 

As it is poffible I may one time or other be a corref- 
pondent of yours, and may now and then, perhaps, have. 
a ftrong impulfe to pay you a compliment, I am willing 
to know how far I may go without giving offence, and 
whether, by the advertifement at the end of your firft 
number, you mean to exclude all allufions to the ex- 

preffion, 
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preflion, THE WORLD, even though the turn of them 
fhould be fuch, as would be rather treating you with ci- 
vility than otherwife ? As for inftance : 

WHEN a man is juft upon the point of committing a 
vicious action, may he check himfelf by this thought, 
“« What will the wor p fay of me?” May a man be 
threatened that if he does fucha thing “ The worip 
‘* fhall know it ?” May it be faid, “ That the worip 
‘* efteems a man of merit?” In fhort, may the praife 
and cenfure of the worLp be made ufe of without of- 
fence, as arguments to promote virtue, and reftrain vice? 

I am entirely unacquainted with your fituation in life; 
but if you are a married man, I take the liberty to give 
you one piece of advice, ‘There are certain places of 
public entertainment, which, though they may chance 
to be tolerated by law, it were to be wifhed, for pru- 
dential reafons, were more difcouraged, and lefs fre- 
quented. Example, Mr. Fitz-Adam, is very prevalent; 
and the advice I would give you is, that whenever you 
think proper to go to any fuch places for your own a- 
mufement, you would leave your lady at home; for 
there is nothing gives greater encouragement than to 
have it faid, “ There was all THE WORLD AND HIS 
WIFE;” from whence it is concluded that all THE 
WORLD AND HIS WIFE will be there again the next time. 
| I am Sir, 

Your admirer and humble fervant, 
CosMoPHILOs, 
Mr. Firz-ApAM, 

I coutp with with all my heart that you and I were 
a little acquainted, that I might invite you to come and 
take a funday’s dinner with me. I name funday, be- 
caufe I want you to be witnefs of an evil on that day, 
which poffibly, by a conftant and fober refidence in town, 
you may not be acquainted with. | 


Ir 
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Ir is my misfortune to live in, what is called, a plea- 
fant village upon one of the great roads within feven 
miles of London, where I am almoft fuffocated with 
duft every funday in the fummer, occafioned by thofe 
crowds of ’prentice-boys who are whipping their hired 
hacks to death, or driving their crazy one-horfe chairs 
againft each other, to the great difmay of women with 
child, and the mortal havock of young children. It is 
a plain cafe that neither the fathers nor matters of thefe 
young men have any authority over them; if they had, 
we fhould find them in their compting-houfes, accord- 
ing to the cuftom of fober citizens on that day, pofting 
their books, and ballancing the accounts of the former 
week. But in my humble opinion, even this is a cuf- 
tom better broke through than continued; for though 
induftry is a very valuable quality, and is commonly the 
means of making, what is called in the city, a Goop 
MAN of a very knavifh one, it may be pufhed too far ; 
as it moft certainly is, when it defeats the end and in- 
tention of funday, which was ordained and inftituted 
for a day of reft. 

‘I can juft remember, Mr. Fitz-Adam, that before 
chriftianity was entirely reafoned out of thefe kingdoms, 
it was a mighty cuftom for young folks to go to church 
upon that day; and indeed I fhould have thought there 
was no manner of harm in it, if it had not been plainly 
proved, as well by people of fafhion as others, that go- 
ing to church was the moft tirefome thing in the world; 
and that confequently it was notorioufly perverting a day 
fet apart folely for reft. 

But while almoft every one, in fpeculation, is averfe 
to labour on a funday, how ftrange is it to fee a lethar- 
gic citizen drudging at his books, a decrepid old coun- 
try couple fatiguing themfelves to death by walking to 
church, and their children and grand-children ventu- 


ring 
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ring their necks and haraffing their bodies by running 
races upon the road! Iam for the ftri€& obfervance of 
all inftitutions ; and as we have happily got rid of the 
religious prejudices of our forefathers, I know of but 
one way of keeping funday as it ought to be kept ; but 
unlefs what I have to propofe be backed by your cenfo- 
rial authority, I fee no probability of its taking effect : 
I could with therefore that you would earneftly recom- 
mend to both fexes, of every rank and condition, the 
lying in bed all that day. This will indeed be making 
it a day of reft, provided that all fingle perfons be direc- 
ted to lie alone, and that permiffion be given to thofe 
who cannot fleep in their beds, to go to church and 
“fleep there. If this can be brought about, our churches 
may ftill be kept open, and the roads cleared of thofe 
noify and diffolute young fellows, who finding in them- 
felves no inclination to lie ftill, are difturbing the reft of 
all other people. 
Your taking this matter into confideration will ob- 
lige all fober obfervers of funday, and particularly, 
Sir, Your moft humble fervant, 


Joun Sort y. 


Jo Mr. Fitz-Apdamo. 
SIR, 


Ir is an old faying, but a true one, that a good huf- 
band commonly makes a good wife. If it was as true, 
that a good wife commonly made a good hufband, I am 
inclined to think that Hymen would wear a much bright- 
er countenance among us than we generally fee him with. 

In all families, where I have been an intimate, I have 
taken particular notice of every occurrence that has tend- 
ed to the difturbance of the matrimonial tranquility; 
and upon tracing thofe occurrences to their fource, I have 


commonly difcovered that the fault was principally in the 
hu fband. 


I 


- oe a a le a i ts i Oat Lard 
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I HAVE now in my poffeffion a calculation of Demoitre, 
made a few years ago, with great labour and accuracy, 
which proves that the good wives, within the weekly bills, 
have a majority upon the good hufbands of three to one; 
and Jam humbly of opinion, that if the calculation was 
to be extended to the towns and countics remote from 
London, we fhould find the majority 2: leaft five times as 
creat. But to thefe hufbands who have never thought of 
fuch a calculation, and who have little or no acquaintance 
with their wives, a majority of three to one may be as 
much as they will care to fwallow; efpecially if it be 
confidered how many FINE LAbies there are at St. 
James's, how many NoTABLE wives in the city, and 
how many LANDLADIEs at Wapping; all of which, as 
a friend of mine very juftly obferves, are exactly the 
fame character. 

Bur though I am convinced of the truth of this calcu- 
lation, I am not fo partial to the ladies, particularly the 
unmarried ones, asto imagine them without fault; on 
the contrary, I am going to accufc them of a very great 
one, which if not put a ftop to before the warm weather 
comes in, no mortal can tell to. what lengths it may be 
carried. You have already hinted at this fault in the fex, 
under the genteel appellation of moulting their drefs, If 
necks, fhoulders, &c. have begun to fhed their coverin'g 
in winter, what a general difplay of nature are we to ex- 
pect this fummer, when the excufe of heat may be alled- 
ged in favour of fuch difplay? I called fome time ago upon 
a friend of mine near St. James’s, who, upon my afking 
where his fifter was, told me, ‘ At her toilette, unpRrEs- 
“* sinG forthe ridotto.” That the exprefiion may be 
intelligible to every one of your readers, I beg leave to in- 
form them, that it is the fafhion for a lady to uNDRESs 
herfelf to go abroad, and to press only when the ftays at 


home and fees no company. 


Ir 
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Ir may be urged, perhaps, that the nakednefs in fa- 
fhion is intended only to be emblematical of the inno- 
cence of the prefent generation of young ladies; as we 
read of our firft mother, before the fall, that /he was 
naked and not afhamed; but I cannot help thinking that 
her daughters of thefe times fhould convince us that they 
are entirely free from original fin, as well as actual tranf- 
greffion, or elfe be a/hamed of their NAKEDNESS. 

I woutp afk any pretty mifs about town if fhe ever 
went a fecond time to fee the wax-work, or the lions, or 
even the dogs and the monkies, with the fame delight as 
at firft ? Certain it is that the fineft fhow in the world ex- 
cites but little curiofity in thofe who have feen it before. 
<< ‘That was a very fine picture, fays my lord, but I had 
“© feen it before.” “ "Twas a {weet fong of the Galli’s, 
“ fays my lady, but I had beard it before.” “ A very 
* fine poem, fays the critic, but I had read it before.” 
Let every lady therefore take care, that while the is 
difplaying in public a bofom whiter than fnow, the 
men do not look as if they were faying, “ "Tis very 
*< pretty, but we have feen it before.” Iam, Sir, 

Your moft humble fervant, 
5. 2. 


——— 





—— 
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